EEYP Rotterdam 2009 (7.2. - 15.2.)

My life as a young politician started last Saturday and lasted until yesterday, when our plane landed in Prague. It certainly was a great week…

The first two days consisted of sightseeing Rotterdam, accommodating and getting used to the fact that the Dutch eat only cold lunches(. 

Next up was the Euromarket, where every country presented itself and had a little speech. This was fun because most of the countries brought their national food and I have to say, Swiss “chocolate fondue” was the BEST.

On Monday, the work finally started. Well, if you can call “ice-breaking” work. Our first task was simple: break the ice - get to know each other. We did so by playing games and just talking. My committee (Infrastructure and Environment B) consisted of 9 delegates from 8 different countries: all great people. After dinner we started working.

During the following 3 days, we visited a technical university in Delft, we “met the bosses” of Netherlands and finally finished our resolution on the question How should the European Union minimize the damage inflicted upon the environment by modes of transport in and around major European cities? And I believe we did a great job.

In the youth parliament, which took place on Friday and Saturday, after an hour of debating, our resolution passed with the record number of votes in favor: 98 in favor, 22 against and 15 abstentions. 

After a week of hard work, there was a goodbye party and then it was time to start packing. It was a priceless experience, I enjoyed it very much and I also met a lot of great, great people, with whom I want to stay in touch in the future. 

I would also like to thank our professors, Mr. Aubrecht and Mr. Dogadin, for realizing this project and for supporting us.

“Thank you for the floor”

David Mach

